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ORDINANCE No . X OF 1947 


AN 


ORDINANCE 


1o ronfer certain spriul polars on the administrution in Chinf Commissionurrg 

Provinces for the hotter control of the dinsemination of unirsiruble m ittare 


WHERLAS an morgonoy has alleen which makca it necessary to confer certain 
special powers on the adipinistration in Chief Commissionern Provinces for the 
better control of the disecmjnation of undesirable mixtter : 

AND WHARIAS the Indian Legislature in not u wion ; 


NOW . TURHFOR ) , in aXGLONC of the powers contoured by wortion 72 of the 
Garvernment of India Act , is set out in the Ninth Schedule to the Government of 
India Act , 1935 (26 Geo. 5 , 0 . 2 ), the Governor General in plerised to make and pro 
mulgate the following Ordinadoc :-- 

1 . Short title, extent and commencement.-- 11) T lis Olclinance may be rulled 
the PAR (Sxrial Ponorn ) (No. 2 ) Ordinance , 1447. 
( 2 ) It Yourly to all Chief ( omni-wionen Provill , " co ) . Biiti 

Baluchisa 1411 
( 3 ) It whall nome into tune at Okey . 

2 . Interpretation . - - In this Oidinance , less than 14 anything repugnant in 
the wubject or context, " document include, gramopliepe records, your troks 
and any other articles on which wounds havn been l evorded with a vie s to their 
subeoquent reproduction 

3 . Delegation of powers , — ( 1 ) The Provinciul Gov ( innent may lwy order (lirect 
that any power which is conferred on it ly this Ordinance shall in such circum 
Atances and under such conditions , if any, as may be specified in the direction , be 
( xercised or discharged hyn District Magistrate or Additional District Magistrate , 

( 2 ) The powers of the Provincjal Government under this Ordinance shall be 
exorcisable also by the Chiet Commissioner . 
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4 . Power to control publications.- - The Provincial Government may by order 
in writing adressed to a printer, publisher or editor or generally to all printers , 
publishers or editors or to such class of printers , publishorn ( t editors ALF TOIT ) 
pccificd therein - - 

(11 ) probibit or regulato the printing or publication in any document or 
( IHLAH of documents either absolutely or for a weciſel period , or in a particular 
issue os inwiew of a new paper or poriodical, of any matter which toucis directly 
or indirectly to promote feelings of eninity or liatreel between different classes 
of His Majesty s subjects ; 

(6 ) l equire that any document , or clony of documents , or any mattor 
relating to a particular subject or CLAAN ON Nuljern, shall before publication bet 
submitted for scrutiny to a specifical officer, who may after such scrutiny, if 
he is satisfied that such document, class of locument or mutter or any poition 
thereof in or contains matter of the nature descrihed in clausn (v1), either prohibit 
its publication or pass it for publication with such modifioations as he may deem 
naressary . 

5 . Control of documents printed outside the Province.-- T } 6 Provincial Govern . 
ment may , hy general or special order , prohibit or regulnto the entry iut ., O NATA 
or distribution or circulation or publication or posesion within the Province of 
any document or class of doouments , or of any matter of the nature chescribed in 
clause (11 ) of scetion 4 , printed or made outside the Provinoc . 

6 . Forfeiture of books, newspapers or other documents . Where m itm opinion 
EU wspaper, hook Ol other docunient , wherever macle , contains any matter of 
the hiature described in ( lause (v ) of section 4 , the I rovincial Govornment inay , 
by notification in the official Gazetto , deulure very copy of the issue of auch nows 
paper, or of such book or other document to be forfeited to His Majesty , and there 
upon any police officer muy seize such copies wherever found , and any Magistrate 
mely by warrant authorise any police officer not below the rank of Sub - Inspector 
to enter upoil and search for such copies in any promises where any such ( ory may 
be ex may be reasonably exported to be. 

. Prevention of publication of unguthorised matter . Whcrct the l rovineiu ) 
( opeynment hus reason to believe that it newspaper , book or other document is 
likely to be published , printed on made , containing mattor of the nature described 
in ( lause (« ) of section 4 , it may, by order in writing , prohibit the printing or pahli 
cation of x ich na W . PAPO. , book on document , o " allow the publication , printing 
or making of the newspapor , book or document , subject tu the publisher, printer , 
or editor , as the casu may bo, giving an undertaking in writing that he will not 
publish any such matter , 

8 . Dissemination of prohibited documents or metter.— 11 ) Whoever iroulatus 
al distributer in any manner in document or thing advocating oo ( akorlated to 
further any activity which tends directly or indiectly to promote feelings ofrinity 
of hatred among different clashes of His Majestis subjects , or ju taspoct of which 
An) ( rder of forfeiture under section B is in force shall , unlens ho proves thut he was 
unaware of the nature of the document or thing , lor punishable with imprisonment 
for a term which may cxtend to one year , or with fine , or with both . 

( 2 ) Whoever allows his name or address to he used to facilitato transmission 
Through the post or otherwise to any person other than the person for whom it 
purports to be intended of ony document or thing of the nature referred to in suh 
section ( 1) shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
one year, or with fine, or with both , 

(3 ) Whover publisher, virculaten fuperats in public any matter contamod 
inny newspaper , book or other document in respect of which any order of forfeiture 
or protubition has been niade under this Ordinance shall be punishable with im 
pijuonment for a terni which may extend to thrco years , or with fine, or with both . 
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9 . Powen in respect of contravention of orders .- -Whate in the opinion of the 
Provincial Government any person has contravoned an order made or deemed to 
llave boea made under section 4 , sertion h or section 7 or an undertaking given or 
doomed to have been given by him under section 7 , the l rovinoial (hovern 
ment may ; without projudire to any other penalty to which auch person may be 
liable by owlor prohibit, either absolutely or for a specified period , the publication 
by lijm on on his behalf of any nowspaper, poriodical, lendlet or other dooumont , 
And may order the suizuro of all copies of the publication in roapeot of which the 
contravention has occurred and of any printing -press or other instrument or up 
paratus used in the production of the publication ; and the Provincial Govornment 
imav by order declair forfeited to His Majesty 11y article so frized . 
10 . Penalties . — Whoever 

(u ) contravenes any provisivi ut this Ordinance or of any order made 
or deemed to havo been made thereunder or any direction or undertaking 
given or deemed to have been give 01 condition imposed or deemed to have 
been imposed under this Ordinance, or 

(6 ) interferos with or obstructs the compliance with such provision , order, 
direction , undertaking or condition by the person conrerned , or 

(c) obstructs the Inwful exercise of yny power conferred by or under this 
Ordinance , 
shall, if 110 cxpress provision is made by this Ordinalive for the punishment of such 
contravention or interference or obstruction , be punishable with imprisonment for 
# term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both . 

11 . Attempt and abetment.--- Whoever attempts to commit , oi abel - , Ol attempts 
to alet , or does any act preparatory to the commission of, any offence punishable 
under this Orrlinulide shall be deemed to have committed that offence , 

12 . Search . -- ( 7) The power to issue search warrants conferred by section 18 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure , 1898 ( V of 1898 ), shall be deemed to include a 
power to issue warrants authorising - 

(a ) the scarch of any plaoe in which any Magistrate mentioned in that 
Rextion has reason to believo that any offcnoc punishable under this Ordinance 
has been , is being or in about to bo committed or that preparation for the con 
mission of any such offenco is being made ; 

(b ) the keizure in or on any place searched under clause ( t) of anything 
which the officer executing the warraut has reason to believe in being or han 
bean or is intended to be used for any purpose mentioned in that clause . 

( ? ) Any police officer authorised by generul or wpiecial order in writing of the 
District Magistrate or of the Superintendent of Police may saurch or cause to he 
Scarcherl any person whom ho his reason to believe Or suspects to be in possession 
of or partying uny document or other thing , the 1940ssion , circulation or distribu 
tion of which in punishable ruder this Ordinance , and mixy Acize and detain any 
urh document or thing found on such personl . 

( 3) The provisions of tho said Cude shall , so far als may be, apply tu schrchon 
atles, and to the disposal of any property wcized , under this section . 

13 . Offences to be cognizablo .- -Notwithstanding anything contained in the 
( ode of Criminal Procedure , 1898 ( l of 1898 ), any offencc piunishable under this 
Ordinance shall be cognizable . 

14 . Jurisdiction barted .- -Every docajulion of fortriture purporting to he 
mnde under this Ordinance shall , as against all persona , be conclusive evidence that 
the forfeiture therein roferred to has taken pluon , and no proceeding or order pur 
jurting to lie taken or munde under this Ordinance x bu malled in question by any 
O rt, uud 10 civil Of criminal proceeding shall be instituted against any person 
for anything done or in good faith intended to be done under this Ordinance or 
d yainst any person for any loss or damage caused tu or iu reapect of any property 
whereof posso - ion has been taken under this Ordinance . 
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15 . Effect of orders , etc., inconsistent with other laws.- - An orrlit muc (1 
any other action taken , under this Orilinance shall have effort notwithstanding any . 
thing inconsistent therewith contained in any other ]nw 0 in any instamment baviny 
effoot by virtue of any other law . 


16 . Temporary amendment of Act XXII of 1931. No long du this Ordinance 
remains in force , the Indian Presa ( Emorgonoy Powers ) Art , 1931 , shall have affect 
us if, in sub -section ( 1 ) of spation 4 thereof, after clause (6 ), the following work und 
clause han hecu inserted , muruly :--- 


" or 


(hh ) uie calculate to instigate the conimission of , or the publication of 
which constitutes , an offence punishable under the Press (Special Powers ) 
(No. 2 ) Ordinance , 1947 " 


17 . Continuance of ondors, etc., and saying8 . — 17) All orders and declarations 
made, directions and undertakings given , and conditions imposed , under the these 
(Special Powers ) Ordinance , 1947 ( 11) of 1947 ), and in foroo immediately before 
the expiry of that Ordinance shall continue to be in force according to thoir respec 
tive tenors , and shall be deemed to have been made , given or imposed , as the CARO 
may lie , under this Orrlinanca . 

( 2 ) Section 6 of the General ( lausch Act , 1897 ( X of 1897) shall apply upon 
the expiry of the Press (Special Powers ) Ordinance , 1947 , as iſ that Ordinanor wrre 
an enactment then repealed by H ( entral Act , 

MOUNTBATTEN OF BURMA, 

Vireroy and Gorernor (troruit . 


SHAVAX A . LAL , 

Secy to the Gert, oj India 
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